
TOWN OF WINDHAM
TOWN BOARD MEETING AUGUST 27, 2026
371 State Route 296, Hensonville, NY
Website: www.townofwindhamny.gov

Present: Supervisor: Thomas F. Hoyt
   Councilmen: Wayne Van Valin, Stephen Walker & Kurt Goettsche
   Town Clerk: Bonnie Poehmel

Absent: Councilman Ian Peters

Also Present: Highway Superintendent Robert “BJ” Murray, Connor Exum & Connor Greco the 
Overlook View News

The  Supervisor  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:00  p.m.  and  opened  with  the  Pledge  of  
Allegiance.

THE MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 13, 2026, TOWN BOARD MEETING were approved as 
typed on a motion by Councilman Goettsche, 2nd by Councilman Van Valin, with 4 in favor, 
Councilman Peters was absent.

1.WINDHAM LUXURY SUITES is seeking permission for 8 new In-District Sewer commercial 
EDU’s. The $50 application for 8 new edu’s ($400.00) has been paid for Tax Map #96.00-141,  
218 & 226 State Route 296, Windham. Supervisor Hoyt pending clarification from Tucker Lewis 
Zoning Officer and the Planning Board; a motion to approve was made by Supervisor Hoyt, 2nd 

by Councilman Goettsche, with 4 in favor, one absent.

2.DIETER DRAKE seeking permission for 19  th   Annual Tour of the Catskills cycling ride:   was 
held on Saturday, August 8, 2026.  Last year 2025 they had about 400 riders and were expecting 
the same number this year. The Town Board was notified prior to the event by email for their  
vote.  A motion was made by the entire board of 5 to approve this ride. 

3.CATSKILL  MOUNTAIN  FOUNDATION seeking  permission  to  use  Centre  Property  for 
Concert on Sunday, November 15, 2026 @ 1:00 pm.  This will be a classical concert. A motion 
to approve was made by Councilman Goettsche, 2nd by Councilman Walker, with 4 in favor, one 
absent.

4.WINDHAM CHAMBER OF COMMERCE seeking permission  for  banner  to  hang across 
State Route 23 for annual Autumn Affair. A motion to approve the banner and to allow the 
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Supervisor  to  execute  the  Highway  Work  Permit  Application  for  Non-Utility  Work  to  be 
submitted to DOT; was made by Councilman Goettsche, 2nd by Councilman Van Valin with 4 in 
favor, one absent.

5.TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION #119 of 2026: 100% Exemption 458-a for Disabled Veterans
(NOTE: Greene County Resolution #242-26 passed) WHEREAS, a Local Law  of the County of 
Greene providing that the primary residence of a seriously disabled veteran shall be fully exempt from 
taxation and special district charges, assessments, and special ad valorem levies pursuant to Section 458-a 
(11) of the Real Property Tax Law. WHEREAS, Section 458-a of the Real Property Tax Law has been 
amended by adding a new subdivision 11, and  WHEREAS,  Section 458-a, subdivision 11 of the Real 
Property Tax Law allows the Town of Windham to adopt resolution providing that the primary residence  
of  a  seriously  disabled  veteran  shall  be  fully  exempt  from  taxation  and  special  district  charges,  
assessments and special ad valorem levies, provided that such veteran meets all other requirements of 
Real Property Tax Law Section 458-a and such veteran meets at least one of the criteria set forth in 
paragraph (a)  and the  criterion set  forth  in  paragraph (b)  of  this  resolution.  To be  eligible  for  such 
exemption, a veteran: (a) (i) must have been discharged or released from active military, naval, space or  
air service, including army and air national guard service performed pursuant to federal orders under title  
10 of the United States code, under honorable conditions; or (ii) must have a qualifying condition, as  
defined in section one of the veterans’ services law and must have received a discharge other than bad 
conduct or dishonorable from such service; or (iii) must be a discharged LGBT veteran, as defined in 
section one of the veterans’ services law, and must have received a discharge other than bad conduct or 
dishonorable from such service; and (b) must be considered by the United States Department of Veterans 
Affairs to be permanently and totally disabled as a result of military service, as evidenced by a letter, 
official form, or other document sent to such veteran from such department that specifically states such 
veteran is considered to be permanently and totally disabled as a result of such service. In no case shall 
the taxable assessed value of the property of a qualifying veteran be reduced below zero. Nothing 
contained herein shall be construed to require or authorize the discontinuance of any exemption 
granted  pursuant  to  Real  Property  Tax  Law  Section  458  (3).  NOW,  THEREFORE  BE 
ITRESOLVED, by the Town of Windham, New York, Greene County as follows:  SECTION 1.  That 
the provisions provided in Real Property Tax Law Section 458-a, subdivision 11 be adopted. SECTION 
2. Any such real property tax exemption shall apply to assessment rolls completed based upon Taxable 
Status Date March 1, 2027, and after.  A motion to adopt this resolution was made by Supervisor 
Hoyt, 2nd by Councilman Walker, with 4 in favor, one absent.  

6.TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION #120 OF 2026: to authorize the Supervisor to use $24,499.01 
from Unanticipated  Revenue  in  the  Income Account  Mortgage  Tax  in  order  to  balance  the 
accounts in the General Fund as per General Fund Resolution #17 of 2026.  A motion to adopt 
this resolution was made by Councilman Goettsche, 2nd by Councilman Walker, with 4 in favor, 
one absent.  TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION #121 OF 2026: to  authorize  the  Supervisor  to 
establish the following checking accounts: Town of Windham-Streetlighting Fund and Town of 
Windham-Sewer District #2 Crystal Pond; accounts will be opened at NBT Bank, Windham. A 
motion  to  adopt  this  resolution  was  made  by  Councilman  Van  Valin,  2nd by  Councilman 
Goettsche,  with  4  in  favor,  one absent.  TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION #122 OF 2026: to 
authorize the Supervisor to close the maturing Certificate of Deposit in the sum of $101,310.90 
plus interest earned of Streetlighting Fund Money at the National Bank of Coxsackie, Cairo,  
New York.  A  motion  to  adopt  this  resolution  was  made  by  Councilman  Goettsche,  2 nd by 
Councilman Walker,  with 4 in favor,  one absent.  TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION #123 OF 
2026: to authorize the Supervisor to close the maturing Certificate of Deposit in the sum of 
$354,588.12 plus interest  earned of Sewer District  #2 Fund Money at  the National Bank of 
Coxsackie,  Cairo,  New York.  A  motion  to  adopt  this  resolution  was  made  by  Councilman 
Walker,  2nd by  Councilman  Goettsche,  with  4  in  favor,  one  absent.  TOWN  BOARD 
RESOLUTION #124 OF 2026: to authorize the Supervisor to close the maturing Certificate of 
Deposit in the sum of $60,786.53 plus interest earned of Library Fund Money at the National 
Bank  of  Coxsackie,  Cairo,  New  York.  A  motion  to  adopt  this  resolution  was  made  by 
Councilman Walker, 2nd by Councilman Goettsche, with 4 in favor, one absent. TOWN BOARD 
RESOLUTION #125 OF 2026: to authorize the Supervisor to close the maturing Certificate of 
Deposit in the sum of $1,013,108.93 plus interest earned of General Fund Money at the National 
Bank  of  Coxsackie,  Cairo,  New  York.  A  motion  to  adopt  this  resolution  was  made  by 
Councilman Van Valin,  2nd by  Councilman Goettsche,  with  4  in  favor,  one  absent.  TOWN 
BOARD RESOLUTION #126  OF 2026: to  authorize  the  Supervisor  to  close  the  maturing 



Certificate of Deposit in the sum of $303,932.68 plus interest earned of Water District Fund 
Money at the National Bank of Coxsackie, Cairo, New York. A motion to adopt this resolution 
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was made by Councilman Walker, 2nd by Councilman Goettsche, with 4 in favor, one absent. 
TOWN  BOARD  RESOLUTION  #127  OF  2026: to  authorize  the  Supervisor  to  close  the 
maturing Certificate of Deposit in the sum of $50,413.42 plus interest earned of Capital Sewer 
EDU Fund Money at the National Bank of Coxsackie, Cairo, New York. A motion to adopt this  
resolution was made by Councilman Van Valin, 2nd by Councilman Walker, with 4 in favor, one 
absent. TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION #128 OF 2026: the following resolution was proposed 
to  transfer  funds  to  balance  the  Sewer  District  accounts  for  2026.  A  motion  to  adopt  this  
resolution was made by Councilman Goettsche, 2nd by Councilman Walker, with 4 in favor, one 
absent. GENERAL FUND RESOLUTION #17 OF 2026: the following resolution was proposed 
to  transfer  funds  to  balance  the  General  Fund  accounts  for  2026.   A  motion  to  adopt  this 
resolution was made by Councilman Van Valin, 2nd by Councilman Walker, with 4 in favor, one 
absent.  AMBULANCE DISTRICT FUND RESOLUTION # OF 2026: the following resolution 
was proposed to transfer funds to balance the Ambulance Fund accounts for 2026.  A motion to 
adopt this resolution was made by Councilman Walker, 2nd by Councilman Goettsche, with 4 in 
favor, one absent.  TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION #129 OF 2026: WHEREAS, the Town of 
Windham intends to construct a new Recreational Park within the Hamlet of Hensonville to 
provide the community with a centralized baseball field and skateboard park. The Project is to be 
constructed within a vacant parcel owned by the Town of Windham along Seeley Road/Route 
65A (the “Project”); and  WHEREAS,  the Project is subject to review under SEQR, and the 
Town Board prepared Part 1 of the Full Environmental Assessment Form (EAF), and on June 11, 
2026, the Town Board classified the Project as a Type 1 action under SEQR due to activities  
other than the construction of residential facilities that meet or exceed the threshold of a project 
or action that involves the physical alteration of 10 acres according to 6 CRR-NY 617.4 and 
declared its intent to seek lead agency status in connection with a coordinated review of the  
proposed action; and WHEREAS, by letter dated June 6, 2026, the Town’s Engineer, on behalf 
of the Town Board, did circulate notice of its intent to assume lead agency status for the required 
coordinated  review  to  said  agencies,  pursuant  to  SEQR,  the  Part  1  Full  Environmental 
Assessment Form, Project Narrative, Location Map and List of Involved Agencies and the Town 
has  received  no  response  to  the  contrary;  and  WHEREAS,  the  Town’s  Engineer  has,  in 
accordance  with  Title  8  of  the  Environmental  Conservation  Law  and  6NYCRR  Part  617, 
prepared for the Town Board’s consideration Parts 2 and 3 of the Full EAF, which are attached  
hereto and made a part hereof; and  WHEREAS, the Town Board has received and carefully 
reviewed the FEAF Part 2 and Part 3 for potential significant adverse environmental impacts as a 
result of the action, and also a) has compared the proposed action against the criteria listed in 
617.7 (c) (i  – xii),  b) has considered the potential  long-term, short-term, direct,  indirect and 
cumulative impacts as per 617.7 (2), and c) has also assessed the likely consequence of the action 
in  connection  with  the  criteria  of  617.7  (3)  (i-vii);  and  NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT 
RESOLVED, the Town Board hereby declares itself lead agency under SEQR and determines 
that, based on the environmental assessment and review, the Project will not have any significant 
adverse impact on the environment, that no Environmental Impact Statement will be prepared, 
and therefore, issues a negative declaration, pursuant to Part 3 of the Full EAF and the reasons 
supporting this determination as set forth therein; and BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 
Town Board, as SEQR lead agency for this Type 1 action, hereby approves Parts 2 and 3 of the 
Full EAF and authorizes the Town Supervisor to sign Part 3 of the FEAF indicating thereon that  
an Environmental Impact Statement will not be prepared; and BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that this resolution and negative declaration shall be filed in the Town Clerk’s office, shall take 
effect immediately, that notice of negative declaration be published in the ENB, that the negative 
declaration be provided to all involved and interested agencies, and that it be filed as required by  
SEQR. A  motion  to  adopt  this  resolution  was  made  by  Councilman  Goettsche,  2nd by 
Councilman Van Valin, with 4 in favor, one absent.

7.AMBULANCE REPORT: Congratulations to Meagan O’Brien for passing her paramedic test. 

8.HIGHWAY REPORT: Highway Superintendent  Robert  “BJ”  Murray  was  present.   Brush 
hogging is getting done at the dams. Roads are shimmed.  The drag box is working good on the 
town roads.  There is some CHIPS money leftover for more contractual work.  He will  get 
another Amended 284 to the Board to use up the remaining CHIPS money on.  The salt bid with 
OGS will  expire  on  August  31,  2026.   The  next  SWAC Meeting  Highway  Superintendent 



Murray would like to attend. He would like to see if they can help out the highway dept.  The  
highway had an employee leave, next time the applicants will be screened more wisely.  Mowing 
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of the lawns are now on a bi-weekly basis as the season is slowing down.  The plow truck that 
has been ordered is still out and not ready for delivery.  The Board members were all given a 
request  bid  packet  for  #26-001  regular  unleaded-gasoline  bid  and  #26-002  ultra-Low sulfur 
diesel bid. Highway Superintendent Murray would like permission from the Board to put a legal 
notice in the newspaper with a bid opening on September 10, 2026.  A motion to approve was 
made by Councilman Walker, 2nd by Councilman Goettsche, with 4 in favor, one absent.

9.COMMITTEE REPORT: Councilman Walker the next CWT Meeting is on the 3rd Monday 
of September. The hemlock trees have the same disease again.  Councilman Van Valin the 
Centre Property is at a stand-still.  Next week the project will start again. Bids for the heating 
fuel and propane will be out for us to piggyback on for our town buildings- Library, Ambulance  
and Highway. Councilman Goettsche met with Delaware Engineering and Supervisor Hoyt to 
discuss the baseball field vision.  Councilman Goettsche stated that he attended the Town of  
Hunter,  Village  of  Hunter,  and  Village  of  Tannersville  meeting  regarding  their  combined 
Comprehensive Plan.  He noted that Windham has addressed zoning and continues to work on 
youth  activities,  such  as  a  new  Little  League  field,  and  other  community  initiatives, 
demonstrating the process being made under the Town Boards’ leadership and putting the Town 
in a strong position for the future. He noted that those in attendance had a positive response to  
addressing zoning and youth activities.  Supervisor Hoyt stated a Grease-Trap Letter is going 
out to all restaurants and café food shops.  Hickory Hill WWTP has had a lot of grease showing 
up. Supervisor Hoyt met today with an HRA Planner.  The meeting was about the pro-housing 
grant proposal for September services.  An application must be put in.  CD Lane Park beach will 
be shut down on Labor Day as the permits will expire.  Boats will remain in use pending weather 
permitting.  The dock will stay in the water until the weekend of Columbus Day. The basketball 
court is still being used for basketball players and skateboarders.  Lucas from WWTP was here 
to work on the sewer budget with Account Clerk Jessica Leto.    Town Attorney Tal Rappleyea 
has had about 8-10 open escrows.  The planning board is getting busy again with new projects  
and he has about 20 accounts now.

ACCOUNT BALANCES AND BUDGET COMPARISIONS August 27, 2026, files were made 
available for the Board to review.

GENERAL FUND WARRANT #16-G contained vouchers #559-597, totaling $22,382.80 was 
audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Goettsche, 2nd by Councilman 
Van Valin, with 4 in favor, one absent.

HIGHWAY  FUND  WARRANT  #16 contained  vouchers  #155-163,  totaling  $4,653.87  was 
audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Goettsche, 2nd by Councilman 
Van Valin, with 4 in favor, one absent.

SEWER DISTRICT FUND WARRANT #16 contained vouchers #226-233, totaling $19,845.81 
was audited and approved on a motion by Councilman Van Valin, 2nd by Councilman Goettsche, 
with 4 in favor, one absent.

AMBULANCE FUND WARRANT #16 contained vouchers #177-190, totaling $4,848.16 was 
audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Van Valin, 2nd by Councilman 
Goettsche, with 4 in favor, one absent.

GENERAL FUND PAYROLL WARRANT #16-P for  General contained 15 claims, totaling 
$18,181.10 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Goettsche, 2nd by 
Councilman Van Valin, with 4 in favor, one absent.  Ambulance payroll contained 17 claims, 
totaling  $24,076.53  was  audited  and  approved  for  payment  on  a  motion  by  Councilman 
Goettsche, 2nd by Councilman Van Valin, with 4 in favor, one absent. Police payroll contained 9 



claims, totaling $14,371.99 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman 
Goettsche, 2nd by Councilman Van Valin, with 4 in favor, one absent.
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HIGHWAY PAYROLL WARRANT #16-P contained 4 claims, totaling $8,054.40 was audited 
and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Goettsche, 2nd by Councilman Van Valin, 
with 4 in favor, one absent.

SEWER DISTRICT PAYROLL WARRANT #16-P contained 2 claims, totaling $503.29 was 
audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Goettsche, 2nd by Councilman 
Van Valin, with 4 in favor, one absent.

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: Connor Exum would like to see the Hotel  Agreement 
Application in writing and any documents regarding the Hotel at Windham Mountain. Town 
Attorney Tal Rappleyea nothing has been approved yet as it is still in preliminary stages.

The meeting adjourned at  7:45 pm on a motion by Councilman Walker,  2nd by Councilman 
Goettsche, with 4 in favor, one absent.

____________________ ____________________ ____________________
SUPERVISOR COUNCILMAN COUNCILMAN

Absent Councilman
Ian Peters

____________________ ____________________ ____________________
COUNCILMAN COUNCILMAN TOWN CLERK

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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