

TOWN OF WINDHAM

TOWN BOARD MEETING




DECEMBER 26, 2019
371 State Route 296, Hensonville, NY
Present: Supervisor: Robert J. Pelham

   Councilmen: Wayne Van Valin, Donald Murray, Ian Peters & Stephen Walker

   Town Clerk: Bonnie Poehmel
Also Present: Highway Superintendent Gary Thorington, Delaware Engineering John Brust, Police Chief Tor Tryland, Ambulance Administrator Davia Montie, Kurt Goettsche, John Berger, Leslie White, Janine Soule and Mike Ryan Mountain Eagle
Absent: Town Attorney Larry Gardner
The Supervisor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Highway Superintendent Gary Thorington asked Supervisor Pelham for permission to speak to the public.  Gary would like everyone to rise for a moment of silence for Highway Superintendent Robert Humiston Town of Argyle, New York, Washington County, died on December 17, 2019 in an auto accident.

THE MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 12, 2019 TOWN BOARD MEETING were approved as typed on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Walker, with 4 in favor, Councilman Peters abstained, as he was absent for that meeting.

1.DELAWARE ENGINEERING: John Brust was present.  John met today with Sam Hamlet of Hamlet Design in reference to the Centre Property steeple. The Town had no response on the RFQ.  At the next meeting John would like to bring back an approach with the mixture of elements to bid out and to hire the best for the job. He hopes by the next meeting he can have something in writing. It would be his recommendation to hire out those who work on post & beam/timber frame structures. Sam Hamlet has put together a very logical approach and we will meet up next week with one of Delaware Engineering Structural Engineers to go through it.  Gary Harvey was here last week to take some survey shots of the steeple.  We were taking about a steeple structure with a mixture of timber & steel.  The base of steeple would be constructed out of steel and timber and then the new steeple put on top of that. It will all have to be built on site.  Councilman Walker recommended the steeple should have lightening protection.  
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Councilman Murray was concerned about the very large crane coming in and it having clearance with all the above wires. John noted the Methodist Church Steeple in Schoharie, New York was replaced a few years ago, he can speak with them. This is not an option but something that needs to be done.  John will also have to speak to Parks & Rec in Historic Preservation to make sure they do not have any issues. 
2.WINDHAM PATH BRIDGE: The Town received a call that snowmobilers were using the covered bridge to cross.  In the past WARF would put up posts to keep motorized vehicles off in the winter. Per Supervisor Pelham, his only concern is that the Town of Windham will take care of the Path on the State Route 23 side as this property is owned by the Town of Windham.  The covered bridge and the other side of the Windham Path on State Route 296 side WARF will take care. Highway Superintendent Gary Thorington will call WARF concerning the posts for the covered bridge.
3.TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION #48 OF 2019: the following resolution was proposed to transfer funds to balance the Sewer District accounts. A motion to approve was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with all in favor. HIGHWAY FUND RESOLUTION #11 OF 2019: the following resolution was proposed to transfer funds to balance the Highway Fund accounts. A motion to approve was made by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor. GENERAL FUND RESOLUTION #25 OF 2019: the following resolution was proposed to transfer funds to balance the General Fund accounts. A motion to approve was made by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.
4.GREENE COUNTY RESOLUTION #418-19: Authorizing Chargeback of Election Related Services and Materials-Town of Windham $2,889.80 GREENE COUNTY RESOLUTION #419-19: Authorizing Delinquent Water, Sewer and Sidewalk Charges Be Added to Assessment Rolls-Town of Windham Water Relevy $54,555.76; Sewer Relevy $23,514.96; Sidewalk Relevy $1,321.32 GREENE COUNTY RESOLUTION #421-19: Town Levies-Town of Windham: Fire $237,976.00 Windham;  Hydrant $3,000.00; Light $10,500.00 Hensonville, $4,000.00 Maplecrest, $25,000.00 Windham; Special Assessment Water $179,330.20; General Fund $1,465,997.50; Public Library Fund $113,152.00; Highway Fund Townwide $672,384.86 GREENE COUNTY RESOLUTION #422-19: Authorizing The Relevy of Unpaid School Taxes For The Year 2019
5.AMBULANCE REPORT: Ambulance Administrator Davia Montie was present. Davia has spoken to the Supervisor concerning the patches to be put on the purchased jackets.  For Roundtop Knitting & Screening it would cost roughly $52.00 per jacket for the embroidery & silk screening.  Roundtop Knitting & Screening will only be doing the silk screening on the back of the jacket and the patches they will be put on by a company in Saugerties for half the cost.   Ambulance 96-1 has snow tires to be put on by Wes’ Mobile.  Davia would like to have year-round seasonal tires put on in the future as this is the bigger rig.  Ambulance 96-2 has all season tires on now.  2019 to date the ambulance has had about 500 calls as last year in 2018 there were 411 calls. Supervisor Pelham noted that the labor budget is showing high. Davia has a lot of staff (i.e. 6 people) out on medical leave giving the remaining staff to pick up the over-time.  A couple of new people have been hired. 
6.HIGHWAY REPORT: Highway Superintendent Gary Thorington was present.  The New York State reimbursements are all in. Extreme Winter Recovery, Pave New York and Chips Program. Gary would like to thank Councilman Murray and Supervisor Pelham for their support in the last three years of Gary’s position. And Gary as a tax-payer thanks them for their jobs.
7.POLICE REPORT: Police Chief Tor Tryland was present. Review of the vehicle tracking purchase (GPS) was tabled at the last meeting December 12, 2019.  The Chief has new fees on the GPS tracking, which he did not bring tonight to the meeting.  The installation fees on all vehicles would be waived and has recommended a few different options; one the fee per month would be cheaper if the Town where to sign a three-year contract.  Councilman Murray in the past the Ambulances and Police Department vehicles had the GPS service. The problem some of the Police Officers’ were disabling it. Currently Greene County Sheriff’s Dept uses this same service.  All GPS would be hard wire. The Chief believes that having this GPS service would be 
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for the safety of all employees, where cell phone service is not available the GPS service would work. The service would be around $24-$25 per month, per vehicle full time and $12-$13 for seasonal vehicles.  Between the Police and Highway Departments there are about 10-15 vehicles.  The Chief is not looking for an answer right now and he told this to the service too, more like early next year.  As of the new year 2020 the Governor’s Office is adding new rules to all Police Departments across the state.  “Discovery Rules” will affect us here and Sergeant Sherman went to the last meeting and will help us out with this.  The rules have more time restrictions may need the department to buy equipment and more paperwork to complete and there will be in-house training for the proper policy procedure.  The Chief would like to thank Councilman Murray and Supervisor Pelham for their help and support in his department. 
8.COMMITTEE REPORTS: Councilman Walker has nothing to report on. Councilman Peters has been working on the budget, water billing and debt service.  Hubbell has water pipes on site. Councilman Van Valin has nothing to report on. Councilman Murray has been working on the internet and the hardwire in the Assessor’s office and putting in a new router for the Golden Ager’s room.  Councilman Murray suggests to Councilman Peters to call Mid-Hudson Cablevision after the first of the new year to change the broadband in the town hall. Mid-Hudson has us on a three-tier broad band and they have us on the lowest one (for the discount). We need to buy a commercial band as the building is now struggling.  Supervisor Pelham a letter has been received from Crystal Pond’s Lawyer and our Town Attorney Larry Gardner will respond to the letter next week, as the Town is in the right.
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: No one had any comments.
ACCOUNT BALANCES AND BUDGET COMPARISIONS December 26, 2019 files were made available for the Board to review.
GENERAL FUND WARRANT #24-G contained vouchers #956-992, totaling $72,003.12 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.

HIGHWAY FUND WARRANT #24 contained vouchers #379-382, totaling $2,196.54 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with all in favor.
SEWER DISTRICT FUND WARRANT #24 contained vouchers #336-342, totaling $5,401.86 was audited and approved on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.

GENERAL FUND PAYROLL WARRANT #26-P for General contained 8 claims, totaling $6,913.42 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.  Ambulance payroll contained 17 claims, totaling $14,156.69 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor. Police payroll contained 5 claims, totaling $5,960.96                was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman         Peters, with all in favor. Police payroll per Town & Union Agreement Signed 09/27/19. Retro pay difference effective 01/01/19, paid on 12/20/19 contained 1 claim, totaling $36.66 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.

HIGHWAY PAYROLL WARRANT #26-P contained 8 claims, totaling $11,665.71 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with all in favor.
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SEWER DISTRICT FUND PAYROLL WARRANT #26-P contained 1 claim, totaling $63.90 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.

Town Clerk’s Note: I would like to thank Councilman Donald Murray for his years of service as the Town of Windham Councilman from January 1, 2004 to December 31, 2019 and to thank Robert Pelham for his years of service as the Town of Windham Town Supervisor from January 1, 2016 to December 31, 2019.
The meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m. on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Walker, with all in favor.
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