TOWN OF WINDHAM

TOWN BOARD MEETING




AUGUST 8, 2019
371 State Route 296, Hensonville, NY
Present: Supervisor: Robert J. Pelham

   Councilmen: Wayne Van Valin, Donald Murray, Ian Peters & Stephen Walker

   Town Clerk: Bonnie Poehmel
Also Present: Highway Superintendent Gary Thorington, Town Attorney Larry Gardner, Delaware Engineering John Brust, Police Chief Tor Tryland, Gail Nicholsen, Phyllis Parrish, Janine Soule, Fire Commissioner Chairman Kurt Goettsche and Mike Ryan Mountain Eagle
Absent: Ambulance Administrator Davia Montie

The Supervisor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and Councilman Peters opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.
THE MINUTES OF THE JULY 25, 2019 TOWN BOARD MEETING were approved as typed on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.

1.DELAWARE ENGINEERING: John Brust was present.  Sidewalk outside the town hall on State Route 296 is finally done. The water project that was awarded to Hubbell will be done this fall. Supervisor Pelham as advised to John the Mad Brook grant application that we are applying for is due the end of August.  John submitted to the Board a floor plan layout of the proposed new ambulance building.  The plan shows the bay garage doors at 10 feet wide he would like to change that to 14 feet wide. The bedrooms show three separate rooms on each side of the building, one for the women and the other for the men. John will bring back at the next meeting a new floor plan with changes, dimensions and color themes.  John met today with Councilman Murray to discuss the town hall improvements scope of work.  There is a concern with the financials therefore, it might be best to do a breakdown into separate work contracts, than going through the GC.  He has spoken to Josh Vital at WWTP about upgrades there as the building is almost 20 years old now.  John has a call into John Moffett to see if DEP can reimburse the Town for the work that Cornerstone did at the WWTP. Councilman Peters would like to look into the solar installation as the NYSEG bill at the WWTP is very high. Councilman Peters also asked about the Comprehensive Plan Grant, where are we with that?  John stated the July 26, 2019 is the submission date for the grant and then it gets awarded in the fall.  Councilman Peters would like John to speak with the Winwood Inn on their water billing issue.  They are looking into a sizeable planning board submission for that property. 
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2.WINDHAM ROTARY CLUB REQUESTING use of 10 road cones for the October 12, 2019 Tag Day/Coin Drop @ 10am to 2pm with a rain date of October 13, 2019.  Highway Superintendent Gary Thorington has cones for them to use he will get in touch with the Rotary Club.
3.SOLE ASSESSOR’S POSITION Robert Rhoades will be retiring October 1, 2019.  Richard Tollner has applied for the position.  He has the job work experience and all the credentials that are needed for this job.  Richard met with the Board and answered all their questions.  A motion to approve the hiring of Richard as the new sole assessor for the position effective October 1, 2019 was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Walker, with all in favor.  Richard will start ahead of time working with Bob Rhoades.
4.REVIEW EMPLOYEE HEALTH INSURANCE renewal for 2019-2020: MVP Gold 6 Plan (current plan) increase 8.58%; MVP Platinum 5 Plan (current plan) increase 9.49% and CDPHP (current plan) increase 2.18%. The Town of Windham pays the base line of 78% on the Gold 6 Plan and the employee pays the difference on whatever plan they choose.  The Board will review the increases and discuss at the next board meeting.  The Guardian Dental & Davis Eye Vision rates will stay the same without any increase.
5.CATKILLS LOCAL GOVERNMENT DAY: Friday, October 18, 2019 sponsored by the Catskill Watershed Corporation and hosted by the Catskill Mountain Foundation, Hunter. Topic will be on: “Rural Transportation Challenges & Solutions”.  Councilman Murray would like to offer this to the Planning Board for their needed yearly 4 credit hours.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor. 

6.TOWN CLERK’s MONTHLY REPORT FOR JULY 2019: $4,690.90.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Van Valin, with all in favor.
7.JUSTICE MONTHLY REPORT FOR JULY 2019: Justice McCarthy $1,065.00 was noted by the Board.
8.GENERAL FUND RESOLUTION #16 OF 2019: the following resolution was proposed to transfer funds to balance the General Fund Accounts.  A motion to approve was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with all in favor.
9.AMBULANCE REPORT: Ambulance Administrator Davia Montie was not present.  Supervisor Pelham stated ambulance 96-1 is at Chris Sudta’s for work to be done.  Chris no longer has insurance to keep his business open.  Supervisor Pelham will speak to Wes’ Mobile or Pete’s in Hunter to service the ambulances.  Chief Tryland has the same issue with the police cars.
10.HIGHWAY REPORT: Highway Superintendent Gary Thorington was present.  Paving season is coming to a close the final phase on Mill Street 1.2 miles of micro paving. The Fire panel at the highway garage is under a contract with CIA Security. CIA Security has been bought out by Doyle Security.  There has been a problem with the panel upgrade and the radios not working properly.  Doyle Security wants to continue to work with the Town of Windham.  They will exchange a new fire panel at no cost.  A motion to approve the new fire panel was made by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Walker, with all in favor.  The highway has started hauling sand/salt (half of this year’s budget was been spent to pay for last year’s allotment). The highway has been busy with hanging banners across State Route 23.  He would like to thank the Police Dept for their help with the traffic and keeping everyone safe. We have had shared services with the towns of Hunter and Jewett and helped out Greene County Highway. The NY Rising Project at County Route 56, Maplecrest is complete.  The Greene County work at the County Route 40/56 Bridge has been fixed and open to two lane travel.  The work at the Windham Path, the repair has been completed and a thanks to the Greene County Soil & Water. Gary will have to make sure the Windham Path is now part of his budget.  Gary will be going to a conference at Villa Roma Resort & Conference Center Callicoon, NY September 17-20, 2019 sponsored by NYS AOT Highway Superintendents.
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11.POLICE REPORT: Police Chief Tor Tryland was present.  Office Rogers has been in training this week.  The police vehicles need to be serviced and have the same issues as the ambulances. Chris Sudta has all the records of service work for all the vehicles, maybe we can ask for copies.  Last fall the Chief was approved by the Board to buy ammo for his department.  The vendor is no longer available to the police dept.  The Chief will need to research another vendor.  The Board approved about $1,500.00-2,000.00.  The next two weekends the Town will be busy with various events.  We are short on Officers but we will make the best of it. The radio frequencies are being changed by the county. The Chief has been in contact with River Valley to do the reprogramming. The Chief will be holding one more Mandatory Safety Refresher & Sexual Harassment Training class next Thursday, August 15, 2019 @ 5:30 pm prior to the Planning Board Meeting @ 7:00 pm. The Police Academy will start the last Saturday of August with the tryouts and the actual classes will start the first Saturday in September. The Chief is happy to see the three recruits have been doing pt training together.  The Chief would like to offer to the recruits that they save their receipts on equipment they purchase, as some of that equipment would be used by the Town and maybe the Town could reimburse them after they are hired with Board approval.
12.COMMITTEE REPORTS: Councilman Walker has nothing to report on at this time.  Councilman Peters the new telephone provider has completed the change-over.  Next month the Town should be seeing the savings.  He has edits for Chief Tryland as they are working together on the employee manual booklet and he has been working on water stuff. The metered water letter has gone out to users that are giving in-accurate meter readings.  He has also been doing research on a local law moratorium development.  Councilman Murray has offered the Town is a member of the NYS Planning Federation, they would be helpful.  Councilman Van Valin, the air conditioner units have been replaced and installed in the bookkeeper’s office, the Library and the Centre Property.  Councilman Van Valin would like John Brust to speak on the reimbursing for the O & M the expense that was put in at the WWTP.  John is going to speak to John Moffett to see if DEP could reimburse the Town for the work that Cornerstone did at the WWTP, the cost would be about $35,000.00.  Councilman Murray was at the health insurance meeting. He recommends that the Town stays with the current plans that are in effect now.  He has nothing to report on at this time. Town Attorney Larry Gardner has nothing to report on at this time.
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: Phyllis Parrish would like to let the Board know that Bette Rhoades has been very helpful in explaining the new recent water billing charges. Phyllis has a question about the debt service is calculated.  Councilman Peters “we have a forecast budget for next year, we have borrowed a certain amount of money and we know what the debt service portion will be, that is what that surcharge will be. As more people connect, that charge gets cut up into more pieces.”  The debt service charge is a flat fee that is the same for everyone, based on parcels that have running water that we have improved and we have added the vacant parcels that the water line goes by will also pay a share of the debt service. Fire Commissioner Chairman Kurt Goettsche has submitted to the Board for their review from the Fire Commissioners, a few False Alarm Law examples from the Towns of Durham & Jewett. He would like to see if this is something that the Town could put into law.  The District last year had 114 calls. Some of these calls were to the same location.  Kurt would like to thank Gary for his assistance at a recent car accident.  Kurt also submitted a Foil Request as the Commissioners are looking for the floor plans for the Windham & Hensonville fire houses. They would like to have showers installed for the firemen after each fire as they need to shower off.
ACCOUNT BALANCES AND BUDGET COMPARISIONS August 8, 2019 files were made available for the Board to review.
GENERAL FUND WARRANT #15-G contained vouchers #552-588, totaling $32,170.46 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with all in favor.

HIGHWAY FUND WARRANT #15 contained vouchers #161-169, totaling $8,267.76 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman              Peters, with all in favor.
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SEWER DISTRICT FUND WARRANT #15 contained vouchers #204-213, totaling $35,927.76 was audited and approved on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with all in favor.

STREETLIGHTING FUND WARRANT #8 contained vouchers #56-63, totaling $2,119.63 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.
NY RISING WARRANT #28 (Culvert CO 65, Generators, Mad Brook, So Street Stormwater) contained voucher #53, totaling $11,602.26 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with all in favor.

SIDEWALK MAINTENANCE DISTRICT WARRANT #4 contained voucher #5, totaling $37.47 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with all in favor.

GENERAL FUND PAYROLL WARRANT #16-P for General contained 10 claims, totaling $9,044.48 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.  Ambulance payroll contained 21 claims; totaling $14,013.04 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor. Police payroll contained 5 claims; totaling $6,335.75                was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.

HIGHWAY PAYROLL WARRANT #16-P contained 4 claims, totaling $6,816.00 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Murray, with all in favor.

SEWER DISTRICT FUND PAYROLL WARRANT #16-P contained 3 claims, totaling $565.80 was audited and approved for payment on a motion by Councilman Murray, 2nd by Councilman Peters, with all in favor.

The meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. on a motion by Councilman Peters, 2nd by Councilman Van Valin, with all in favor.
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